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CONEIDENTIAL STATE 149407 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: TOCY, SENV, PLOS, UR, US 

SUBJECT: RW WESTERN VIKING CLEARANCE REQUEST, 15 JUNE - 
20 JULY 1978 

REF: (A) MOSCOW 13425 (B) STATE 146742 (C) STATE 125279 

1 . REGARDING CHARTLET, REFTEL C STATES IT MAY BE NECES- 
SARY TO COME WITHIN 2 MILES OF THE SOVIET COAST NEAR THE 
CHUKOTSKIY PENINSULA. CHARTLET DEPICTS AREA OE PRIMARY 
RESEARCH TO WITHIN 3 MILES OE THE COAST WHICH DOES NOT 
DISCOUNT REQUIREMENT TO COME WITHIN 2 MILES IE NECESSARY. 

IE QUESTIONED ON THIS DEPT WOULD RECOMMEND RESPONDING BY 
SAYING RESEARCHERS THOUGHT THERE WAS A DISTINCT POSSIBILITY 
THAT SHIP WOULD HAVE TO CONDUCT RESEARCH AS CLOSE AS 2 
MILES OLE THE SOVIET COAST AND THEREEORE REQUEST WAS 

MADE TO WORK WITHIN TERRITORIAL WATERS. CAPTION REEERRED 
TO PRIMARY AREA OE RESEARCH. 
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2. SINCE IT APPEARS THE SOVIETS CONSIDER THE RESEARCH TO 
FAI.T. WITHIN CATEGORY OE MARINE LIVING RESOURCES RESEARCH A 
DENIAL WOULD APPLY TO 200 MILE ZONE UNLESS OTHERWISE 
STATED. BEST APPROACH NOW WOULD BE TO WAIT EOR SOVIET 
RESPONSE DUE BY 15 JUNE BEFORE PURSUING. 
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3. COMMENT AND RECOMMENDATION IN PARA 4 IS VALID AND 
WILL BE CONSIDERED. ONE FACTOR TO TAKE INTO ACCOUNT IS 
THAT BOTH U.S. REQUESTS WERE SUBMITTED WITH SHORT LEAD- 
TIMES, WHICH THE SOVIETS HAVE REPEATEDLY STATED LEAVES 
THEM WITH INSUEEICIENT TIME EOR ACQUIRING CLEARANCES 
AND TO PLAN PARTICIPATION IN THE RESEARCH. THE WESTERN 
VIKING REQUEST WAS ONLY SUBMITTED WITH 30 DAYS LEAD-TIME 
AND THE AERIAL SURVEY HAD ONLY 8 DAYS LEAD-TIME. HOW- 
EVER, THE RECOMMENDATION HAS MERIT AND WILL BE TAKEN 
INTO ACCOUNT ALTER THE SOVIETS REPLY. CHRISTOPHER 
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